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Fall Greetings! 

 

By the time you receive this the autumn season will officially be upon us. Hopefully we can look forward to another 

Ozarks autumn of beautiful colors and moderating temperatures. 

As the months of this year continue to march on things in Billings certainly have not stood still. There are a lot of things 

going on in our community and I will try to point out some specific things in this quarterly newsletter. 

I am sure I represent the community when I say thank you to the Fair Board and all those who helped make the Billings 

Community Fair a big success again. Labor Day weekend in Billings has been marked by this hometown and home 

grown event now for 54 years. It is a great tradition and an important part of who we are as a community! 

We welcome back to full service two of our three Police Department personnel. Both Chief David Taylor and Officer 

Justin Braden have been recuperating over the past several months from surgeries tied to injuries sustained in separate 

on-duty law enforcement incidents. Thank you again to, Lt Bruce Belin, for keeping our law enforcement operation 

going by himself over the intervening months. It is definitely good to have a full staff back in operation. 

In the August Board Meeting the Board of Aldermen unanimously approved the voluntary annexation of two tracts of 

land on the north side of the city.  What precipitated these actions was a proposed residential development of a forty acre 

parcel of property off of Weber Road. A formal development plan is expected to be submitted to the City within the next 

several months. This plan will require numerous infrastructure and environmental standards be met before approval is 

granted. If this development plan is approved and pursued, it could have a significant impact on our community and its 

future.  The result could be the eventual construction of more than 100 quality homes. It would be the first major 

residential subdivision in Billings’ since the town’s earliest days. 

The combination of a new subdivision, further new home construction in the existing Whispering Heights Subdivision, 

and planned home construction on several traditional residential lots in the community, could all bring positive changes 

to Billings. New neighbors, needed additional students for our local school system and broadening both our local tax 

base and our local utility ratepayer base could bring many benefits to the community.  This could also enhance the 

possibility of more commercial businesses coming to the town. 

Billings could be at the beginning of a real and long expected growth spurt. I believe that this potential growth spurt 

will be both gradual and manageable. It likely will not be all of a sudden nor beyond the limits of our community 

infrastructure capabilities. 

Anticipating community growth and because our current comprehensive community development plan was last 

updated in 1994, the Board of Aldermen recently entered into a contract with the Southwest Missouri Council of 

Governments and community planning specialists, to assist us in reviewing and updating Billings’ current planning 

documents and rules, including the planning and zoning and land development regulations. 

Twenty local community leaders and citizens have agreed to serve on an advisory council to work with the professional 

community planners with the Southwest Missouri Council of Governments in this review and update. Any recommended 

changes will first be reviewed by this advisory council, then by our Planning and Zoning Commission, with final 

approval by the members of the Board of Aldermen. 

All related meetings will be posted and open to the public.  I hope that all who have an interest in this review will 

attend, ask questions and express their opinions. 

 

Sincerely, David Rauch, Mayor 

 



 

 

 

Water and Sewer Rates 
Over the past several months there have been questions raised about local water and sewer rates. Some have stated that 
they do not see much going on. Others question the justification of gradual water and sewer rate increases that have been 
added over the past few years. 

On the following page is a more detailed presentation regarding how rates are applied. Most of these costs are tied to 
replacing and/or repairing our aging and deteriorating water and sewer system equipment and facilities, as detailed in the 
above article. These same kinds of problems are being faced by other communities as well. We are under an EPA mandate to 
address these problems over a specific period of time. Quite frankly we are under this mandate because over the years the 
needed improvements were not addressed adequately.  

Water and Sewer rates are designed to meet the costs of repairing and improving the plant and equipment, as well as designed 
to maintain our water and sewer systems into the future as improvements are being made. The challenge for a small 
community is that the costs of repairs and plant improvements do not necessarily vary with the number of customers. 
Therefore, the greater the number of customers, the broader that water and sewer rates can be spread across the rate paying 
base. This is one of the reasons that population growth is the best way to limit rate increases in the future. 

Some of these issues are complicated and complex to explain, much less to understand. Please feel free to contact me and 
members of our city hall staff if you have questions, comments and suggestions. Please check our city website 
www.billingsmo.com for further information, meeting notices and contact details. 

David Rauch, Mayor 

David Rauch 

 

Water and Sewer Improvements Update 

In 2015 the citizens of Billings approved a bond issue of $5.5 million to address our aging and deteriorating water and 

waste water system. The resulting improvements plan included a multi-phase multi-year strategy. Phase I began in 2016 

with a $1.22 million allocation, with a primary focus on waste water collection and treatment plant deficiencies. 

A lot of repairs and improvements have been addressed over the past three years and Phase II will bring more to come in 

the next two to three year period. Many of these projects have been done and will be done at the waste water treatment 

plant just southwest of town. This is a location that very few people visit on a regular basis, and, therefore many folks do 

not see all that is being done. 

Phase I included significant waste water collection system improvements totaling more than a $500 thousand investment. 

Just under $320 thousand of this went toward using the latest technology to reline broken and cracked sewer mains and 

manhole repairs, thereby avoiding extremely expensive sewer main replacement costs. 

Phase I also included significant investments at the waste water treatment plant itself, such as oxidation ditch, sand filter 

building, aeration basin and effluent flow meter repairs and rehabilitation. It provided initial dollars for the complete 

replacement of the Mt Vernon St waste water lift station which was completed with the Phase II allocation. Phase I also 

included almost $84 thousand for the rehabbing and painting of the water tower in the city park. 

With 2019 an additional allocation of $1.2 million for Phase II was authorized by the Board of Aldermen. Phase II will 

include both water and waste water improvements. 

Phase II expenditures will add $420 thousand in further improvements of the waste water treatment plant and collection 

system improvements. Included will be more sewer main lining, Beech St waste water lift station improvements, 

modifications to sewer plant flow metering and system bar screening. 

Phase II will provide needed drinking water system improvements costing close to $550 thousand, including the needed 

replacement of water mains, water line looping to enhance water quality and assure adequate water flow for fire 

protection.   

Specific costs are difficult to address and quantify in an article such as this. These kinds of repairs and upgrades tend to 

be highly technical in nature, require extensive engineering and design expertise and are expensive. If there is a desire for 

more detailed projects listing and associated costs, please contact city hall. 

 
 

http://www.billingsmo.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For your convenience the 

Christian County Collector, 

Ted Nichols, 

will be at Billings City Hall 

to receive 2019 tax payments 

on November 12, 2019 

from 

9am – noon. 

 

 

CALENDAR  
October 

  3   Trash 
10   Trash Day 
14   Columbus Day – Offices Closed 
15   Water Bill Due 
17    Board of Aldermen Meeting …..7pm 
17   Trash Day 
24  Trash Day and Recycle Day 
31   Trash Day 
 

November 

  7    Trash 
11    Veteran’s Day  - Offices Closed 
12    Tax Payments at City Hall 9am-Noon 
14    Trash Day 
15    Water Bill Due 
21    Board of Aldermen Meeting …..7pm 
21    Trash and Recycle Day 
28    Thanksgiving Day  –  Offices Closed 
29     Offices Closed 
29    Trash Day (Friday) 
 

December 

  5     Trash Day 
12     Trash Day 
14   Christmas Parade    …….2pm 
15    Water Bill Due 
19     Board of Aldermen Meeting …..7pm 
19    Trash and Recycle Day 
24    Christmas Eve – Offices Close at Noon 
25    Christmas Day – Offices Closed 
27   Trash Day (Friday) 

Billings Water/Sewer Rates for 2019 

Residential: 
Water -    
0 – 2,000 gallons   $23.16 
Over 2,000 gallons  $    .4862 per 100 gallons 
Sewer: 
0 – 2,000 gallons   $25.77 
Over 2,000 gallons  $  1.1272 per 100 gallons 

Commercial: 
Water -    
0 – 1,000 gallons   $23.16 
Over 1,000 gallons  $    .5469 per 100 gallons 
Sewer: 
0 – 1,000 gallons   $25.77 
Over 1,000 gallons  $  1.4202 per 100 gallons 
 

Neighborhood Watch 

Our local Neighborhood Watch program in Billings is organizing and taking shape.  Thank you to 

all who have volunteered to assist and provide leadership.   This is a neighbor-helping- neighbor 

effort to aid local law enforcement and enhance security in the community.   

Important to this program is to fill out a family information form.  This form can be found and 

explained on the Neighbors of Billings Facebook page, along with the names of those to contact if 

you are interested in being a part of this program.  These forms can also be found at City Hall and 

the Billings City Library. This is not a city sponsored program, but our police department is 
working closely with all involved. 



 

Fall CLEAN UP 
Thursday, October 24, 2019 

For all Republic Services customers paying through city trash services. 
Please have all trash out by 6:00 am 

the day of service, October 24th, 2019. 
There will be multiple trucks running during the clean-up day. 

 
Example of Waste items 

ACCEPTED 

 BBQ Grill 

 Patio Furniture 

 Sofa 

 Dresser 

 Loveseat 

 Recliner 

 Desk 

 Television 

 Guttering (bundled) 

 Beds 

 Mattress 

 Box Springs 

 Sink 

 Toilet 

 Vanity 

 Carpet (bundled, less than 

5ft in length and rolled) 

 Bicycles 

 Scrap lumber (bundled, less than 

5ft in length) 

  Example of Waste items 

NOT ACCEPTED 

 
 Tires 

 Yard waste 

 Large quantities of ash 

 Dead Animals 

 Raw sewage 

 Waste oil 

 Hazardous materials 

 Wet paint containers, cans, pails 

 Chemicals  

 Flammable substances 

 Lead/acid batteries 

 Lumber over 5 ft. in length 

 Appliances 

 

NO LARGE CONSTRUCTION  

OR REMODEL PROJECTS 

 

Capital Improvement Sales Tax Sunsets 

On April 8, 2014 the citizens of Billings passed a one-half cent city sales tax dedicated for the specific 
purpose of funding capital improvement needs for the historic City Hall building, once the home of the 
Bank of Billings for more than one hundred years. The special dedicated tax was initially approved for a 
three year period. However, voters approved a two year extension of the tax in April of 2017. The tax 
will now sunset effective on September 30, 2019, as promised.   

The sales tax revenue has paid for renovations to the building along with repairs to the exterior walls, 
and upcoming repairs to the windows, roofing, and doors. This revenue also helped support the 
establishment of a unique historic display area within the original bank building.  All items on display 
are on loan from local and area residents and capture different aspects of Billings’ community history.  

 


